13th BS, 3rd BG World War II Research Questionnaire for History Project on the book THE HARVEST OF THE GRIM REAPERS
THE B-25 ERA

1) We have been trying for many years to locate an early 13th SQ B-25C nicknamed THE QUEEN. This is supposed to be Lt. Gustave Heiss’s aircraft, which was lost on 9/4/42, but we’ve never found a photo of this nose art on a B-25 despite 20 years of searching. Does anyone have a photo of this?

2) The B-25C flown by 13th SQ C.O. Maj. Herman Lowery, shot down on May 25, 1942 near Buna, was supposed to have been nicknamed THE CAJUN, but like the above, no photos of a B-25 with this nose art have ever been found. Need a photo of this aircraft with the nickname visible.

3) We are trying to identify a photo of the nose art of B-25D medium bomber HARVEST TIME that came from a 13th SQ collection. It shows a full facing skeleton (not the side view “Oscar”) holding a scythe. Can anyone provide other photos or information that would help us specifically identity this aircraft, especially its serial number or crew?

4) Another photo of a probable 13th SQ B-25C or D medium bomber that we’re trying to ID is HIGH DICE. M/Sgt. Norman Cates is standing next to the plane. Looking for same info as above.

5) We have a photo of another B-25C or D Medium with an NG native in front of it nicknamed THE KANSAS COMET. This is probably a 13th SQ aircraft. Need confirmation of this and any additional info on this plane.

6) We’ve been given information about an early B-25 stafer with a pinup girl on it called STRIPPED FOR ACTION, but we’ve never been able to locate a photo, or information on its aircrew. Sgt. Willis J. “Zeke” Williams was crew chief on this plane, and George Moon was his assistant. Need photo, SN and crew info.

7) We have two B-25D strafers with small 13th SQ “Oscar” insignias painted on the nose. These include: MORTIMER II and DOWER’S DEVASTATOR. We presume that the latter was flown by Capt. Donald W. Dower, but we know nothing else about these planes, including their serial numbers and fate. Need additional info and photos for these two planes.

8) Beginning about June 1943, the 13th Squadron started painting black skull noses on their B-25s strafers. This practice continued until the skull was changed to white sometime about the end of Sept. 1943. We have located photos or info on several B-25Ds with the black skull noses and nicknames on them for which we are seeking additional information: HICK’S HEDGE HOPPER (need photo, serial number, crew names, etc.); BLOW IT (have frames from 8/18/43 USAAF Film- need additional photos, serial number, crew names, etc.); MURDER INC. (need additional photos, serial number, crew names, etc.); PEGASUS (need additional photos, serial number, crew names, etc.- 1/Lt Ernest C. Jones Jr. may have been the assigned pilot); PI JOE (we have many photos but still need a confirmed serial number: 41-303XX); TEXAS TORNADO (possible pilot 1Lt. Mac C. Norwood?—need additional photos, serial number, crew names, etc.); JOHNNY POM POM (#41-12906 —We know 2/Lt. William L. Nuchols was KIA in this aircraft on 7/27/43, but don’t know if he was normally assigned pilot; Sgt. Vernon Main was crew chief—need additional info on regular pilot & crew, if not Nuchols). We need photos of any other 13th SQ B-25Cs or Ds with either black or white skull noses and displaying arwork or nicknames.

9) Regarding the black skull nose we need confirmation of the details colors of the skull, including outline, nose, eyes, etc. This is essential to correctly render color profiles of this skull design.

10) Sometime during late September or October 1943, the black skull nose was replaced by a white skull nose. We need the same detail info on this design. A color photos would be wonderful.

11) Examination of movie film footage and photos have recently revealed that at the time of the 2 Nov 1943 raid on Rabaul the 13th SQ B-25 strafers were decorated with an elaborate checkerboard pattern in a dark and white color on the rear engine nacelles of their planes. It appears that all or most of the planes taking part in this raid had them. This is a unique marking never seen before on any Southwest Pacific B-25s. We think that this checkerboard pattern may have been painted in a medium blue color and white, but can only interpret this from black and white photos. Does anyone know about this unusual marking and have any information as to the color, reason and how long this was carried on unit aircraft? It required a great deal of effort to apply this intricate pattern, and it probably continued in use until the 13th Squadron gave up its B-25 strafers in January 1944. Can anyone provide us with any info about this and/or more photography of this unusual marking?

12) For an accurate color profile, we need a full port-side photo of the nose of HELLZAPOPPIN about the time of the Rabaul raids, when it carried a white skull nose. This was a veteran from the spring of 1942, had many stars indicating mission markers, and was probably being flown by Capt. Richard H. Ellis. We need to see a clear photo of the area under the cockpit where the air and ground crewmen’s names were normally applied. Does anyone have a good photo of the nose of the old veteran at that time?

13) Another color profile subject is THE HOT HORSE which Capt. Walter J. Hearn cracked up coming back from the big raid on Rabaul on 11/2/43. We need a close up photo that clearly shows the horse in a bathtub design on the port side of this aircraft nose. We have several photos of this aircraft after the crash-landing, but none show the nose art clearly enough for Jack Fellows to do it justice. Does anyone know how to contact Hearn, if he’s still living, or his family if he isn’t? 1/Lt. William C. Hellriegel may have been an earlier assigned pilot to this aircraft. Need confirmation of that and the names of his crew.

THE A-20 ERA

14) We need info on who decided and when to put the large “Oscar” insignia on both sides of the noses of 13th Squadron A-20G-20s and 25s at Nadzab, New Guinea. We think that the SQ C.O., Capt. Theodore G. Fitch, who left on 3/4/44, may have started this, probably about February 1944. Can anyone confirm this date and info?

15) We have a photo of Capt. Fitch with his A-20G aircraft, TINEY MIGHT. We need a serial number, tail letter, gunner and crew chief’s names and the ultimate fate of this aircraft. Who took it over when he left? Was it renamed?

16) The first color profile we’re planning to illustrate is an A-20G-20, tail letter T, #42-86615, based on a photo taken in flight near New Hanover Island on 2/19/44. This plane was later abandoned at an airfield near Saidor after cracking up while coming back low on gas from the 4/16/44 Black Sunday attack on Hollandia. We need to know if this plane carried any nickname, crew info, or nose art prior to its being written off. We also need to know who was flying it the day it was lost, the name of the regular gunner and also the name of the crew chief of this plane. This may have been the aircraft normally assigned to Lt. Taylor, although he may not necessarily have been flying it on its last mission.

17) Another color profile candidate is an A-20G-20, tail letter K, SCOTCH and SODA. This is one of the few 13th A-20s from that period that carried an elaborate mission scoreboard. We think that this aircraft was normally flown by Capt. Craigie J. Krayenbuhl. In order to complete this profile, we need a close up photo of the nose area showing the nickname, scoreboard, and the names of the air and ground crew assigned to this plane. We need to know the crew chief and gunner’s names, and if possible, we need info to help us contact Craigie Krayenbuhl, if still living, or his relatives or descendants if he is deceased. 

18) Other 13th Squadron A-20Gs for which we’re seeking information: POWERFUL KATRINKA, (we need the tail letter and serial number, and names of regular gunner and crew chief —regular pilot was Dick Walker); the pilot and crew of tail letter Y; STUNKIE, tail letter S (need clear photo of nickname and names of pilot and gunner); STINKY, tail letter H (confirmation that regular pilot was Capt. Stanley D. Kline, and names of gunner and crew chief—we’re trying to locate Kline or his descendants): MARY-ANNA (need clear photos of plane, tail letter, serial number and confirmation that plane was normally flown by  Capt. Ansel Boiter, and names of regular gunner and crew chief); PLAY-BOY (need clear photos of aircraft, serial number, tail letter, names of pilot, gunner and crew chief); THE TAXPAYERS PRIDE (same info as for PLAY-BOY). We also need the nicknames and photos of any other A-20Gs not mentioned above that were flown by the 13th SQ during 1944.

19) Sometime around July or August 1944, General Kenney visited the 13th SQ at Nadzab and had his photo taken with Col. Ellis and some of the Squadron personnel. We need the date of that visit.

20) In October 1944, the 13th re-equipped with the A-20H, which they continued to fly until the end of the war. Planes from the 13th for which we are seeking information from that period are (LADY JACQUELINE (possibly the aircraft of Capt. Joe Brown, need confirmation of this, tail letter and serial number, gunner and crew chief); THE NANCY K (possibly the aircraft of Lt. Billy Sanders, need confirmation of this, tail letter and serial number, gunner and crew chief); SYDNEY WENCH, tail letter A (regular pilots Lt. Alley & Lt. Byers—need serial number); SHRIMP’S BLITZ (came from 13th Collection but we know nothing about it); DOLLY, tail letter X (need photo of port side nose, pilot, gunner and crew chief); KALIFORNIA KWEEN, tail letter I (pilot was Lt. William Tanner, need names of gunner and crew chief—belly landed 1/17/45 on Mindoro).

21) We have a photo of 13th SQ A-20H with the tail letter H cracked up off the runway at Mindoro. Need info on incident, pilot, gunner, crew chief, and whether the plane carried any nickname or nose art.

22) We have a photo of a 13th SQ A-20H with a very large cartoon portrayal of a witch riding a falling bomb on the port-side nose, probably taken during the latter part of 1944 through mid-1945. Can anyone provide additional photography of this plane showing the tail letter and the serial number, or provide who the pilot, gunner and/or crew chief were?

A-26 ERA

23) Late in the war, the 13th SQ got a half dozen A-26s . We think that the first one went to Maj. MacLellan, the SQ C.O., and was tail letter Z (need this confirmed). We have a few photos of these planes but have no info on whether any of these planes carried nicknames or nose artwork before the war ended.

24 We are seeking info on dates and targets for 13th SQ A-26s missions which used rockets during the last few weeks of the war. These targets would have been on Formosa or in Japan. We also need photos of these rockets installed on the A-26 wing racks, or simply being displayed.

GENERAL

25) For several years, we’ve been trying to locate an obituary for, or contact the next of kin of late-war 3rd Bomb Group C.O. Col. Charles W. Howe, who passed away on 8/16/93 in Sun City, Arizona. If anyone has any information on the status of his widow, Madeline, who may be deceased, her obituary, or how we might contact his children or possible grandchildren, we would very much appreciate hearing from you.

NOTE: obviously it is impossible to ask every question that we might have that would help us with information in the book, or for identifying photos. If you have photos or other information relating to important missions, crew photos, aircraft markings, aircraft crashes, aircraft losses or crash landings, or other subjects related to the history of the 13th Bomb Squadron or the 3rd Bomb Group during World War II, we would appreciate hearing from you. This especially applies to surviving unit veterans from the period or their descendants.

